DNow 2010 * Lesson 1 - What is Hell?
Goal: To introduce students to the realities of what the Bible teaches about a very literal hell, and to give students the opportunity to accept Jesus Christ’s gift of salvation and eternal life.

INTRODUCTION:
For the next few days, we are going to take you on a journey that will delve into 2 of the most controversial, misunderstood, and taboo topics that we could talk about - Heaven and Hell.  However, nothing that we could talk about for the next few days could be more important.   What do you think about Heaven? How about Hell? 

· Are they very real places?

· Or just symbolic teaching that mean something else?

· Maybe you think you’re in heaven right now…or worse, you may think that you are in hell right now…

· It’s interesting that both are places reserved for the “afterlife” – you can only get to either by death (excluding some special cases found in the Bible!)

The truth is, everyone ends up somewhere...but only a few people end up somewhere on purpose.  This is so true not only in everyday life, but also in eternity. 

***Scavenger Hunt***


Create a scavenger hunt that leads to nowhere.  Use some clues that lead to places that exist.  Use some wrong clues that lead to doors that don’t exist, etc.(example. First clue- Go upstairs and enter the second door on the left.  (but there is no second floor or no second door)  Once finished, debrief by telling students that if we follow random direction  for life from culture, friends, movies, etc. you will end up lost and confused.  Following God’s leadership through his Word and the Holy Spirit is like having a GPS for your life.  There will be turns and detours, but there will be peace and comfort knowing that the final destination is plugged in.

The basis for any discussion of hell or heaven must be the Word of God.  If we want to know about these eternal topics, the first and last reference should be the Bible.  Why is this true?

Some possible responses:

· These are obviously spiritual topics, and we are not capable of discerning spiritual truth on our own. (1 Cor 2:14)  

· Even our imagination is not capable of grasping the wonders of God. 

(1 Cor 2:9)

It should probably be stated that regardless of how much we study the Bible, there will still be much that we do not know or understand about hell and heaven.  However, we do know from the scriptures that God cannot lie (Titus 1:2) and will not change (Mal 3:6).  Therefore, we can be CONFIDENT in the details that God did choose to give us in his Word.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

· Why study about heaven and hell if we can’t know everything? (Just because we can’t know everything about a topic doesn’t mean we don’t study it at all.  Scientists study stars, the human body, and the oceans for the benefit of society, and these are things that we certainly don’t know everything about.  Heaven and hell are infinitely more important topics.)
· Is Hell a real place?

· Does it exist right now as we speak?

· What is it like?

· Is it just a “curse word” in today’s language? 

· Why don’t we talk about hell very much at all?

· Today, we do well to gain a Biblical understanding of what hell really is.  If it’s not a real, literal place, we can just continue to joke about it and use it recklessly in our communication….
· But, if the Bible is true, and hell is a very literal place…we had better take note, and understand what God would have us understand about this place. 
One of the greatest strategies of the enemy is to convince people that hell isn’t real and the Bible shouldn’t be taken seriously.  

As a result, two things will happen:
· It will be easier for unbelievers to reject the gospel w/o fear of God’s righteous judgment. 

· Just think about it – if there are no consequences to sin, who wouldn’t want to just live it up?
· It will be easier for believers not to be motivated to witness

· If there in no judgment and penalty for sin, then why would I as a Christian be motivated to share the good news of Jesus Christ with others?

So let’s look at what the Bible teaches us about hell, and consider the magnitude of such a place. 

Pray for the group.  In the prayer, include the following:

· Pray that God would open their eyes to the Biblical truth of a literal hell.

· Pray that God would use that truth to change their lives.

Biblical Facts About Hell:

-Activity in student book.  Have the students guess how many time the bible talks about each subject on the first line.  The go through on the second line and tell them the correct answer.  Then take some guesses about the final statement. Then tell them the correct answer

The Bible talks about…

***Student activity answers***

Stealing
30

Murder
61

Toes

13

Money
         139

Cow

24

Parents
24

Cross

84

The Bible talks about hell, punishment and torment etc more than __300__ times.

Why does Hell exist?

Many people ask, “How could a loving and caring God who loves us so much create such a place?”

That question shows our ignorance of God’s holiness, and also our ignorance of the horrors of sin.

· It’s a place for God to deal righteously with Satan & Demons

· Matt 25:41 

· 2 Peter 2:4
· It’s a place for God to deal righteously with Unbelievers
· Luke 16 – we have a story of a rich man that is sent to hell (Covered in detail in lesson 2)
· God isn’t willing that any should perish (2 Pet 3:9) –but people have the choice to accept Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior, or not. If not, then they will have to answer for their own sin nature, and will pay the price for their sins. 

Where is Hell?

THERE IS MUCH DEBATE FROM THE SCRIPTURES ON THE SPECIFIC LOCATION OF PRESENT AND FUTURE HELL, AND THE ACTUAL TERMS THAT ARE TRANSLATED AS HELL.  HELL IS VERY REAL AND PHYSICAL, AND HERE ARE SOME SCRIPTURES THAT ADDRESS THE LOCATION.  IF YOU FEEL UNSURE ABOUT HOW TO HANDLE THESE VERSES, FEEL FREE TO OMIT THIS SECTION.

HELL RIGHT NOW

It’s beneath 

· Proverbs 15:24 
· Amos 9:2
Isaiah 14:9
It’s deep down
· Job 11:8
· Psalm 55:15
· Isaiah 14:15
· Deuteronomy 32:22
Psalm 86:13
HELL AFTER CHRIST’S RETURN

It’s unsure 

· Revelation 19:19-20; 20:10 & 14 
Who is in Hell?

HELL RIGHT NOW

The souls of those who have died without putting their faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

The wicked are there
· Psalm 9:17
The soul of man will be there
· Psalm 16:10
· Prover
bs 23:14
· Hell is a place for the eternal soul that will live on for ever and ever….
The dead are there
· Proverbs 9:18
Satan and his demons are NOT there now
· Job 1:7
· Matthew 4:1-11
Matthew 8:28-34
HELL AFTER CHRIST’S RETURN

Every human who ever lived without putting their faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.
See references above
Satan, the demons, the Antichrist and the Beast.
· Revelation 19:20
Revelation 20:10
Death isn’t annihilation! It will be an eternal existence and punishment for ever!  
· Revelation 20:10
What is Hell like?
Hell is never full 
· Proverbs 27:20 
Hell can enlarge itself 
· Isaiah 5:14 
There are gates of hell 
· Matthew 16:18
There are keys to hell 
· Revelation 1:18
It’s a place of unquenchable fire 
· Mark 9:43-48
· Matthew 5:22
· Matthew 18:9
· James 3:6
It’s a place where the worm dieth not 

· Mark 9:43-48

It is a place of sorrow, pain, and torments.

· Luke 16:23, 28

How long will Hell last?
Hell is a very real place that exists right now, but there will come a day when God will cast death and hell into the lake of fire...
· Revelation 20:10
· "It would be dreadful to suffer this fierceness and wrath of Almighty God for one moment; but you must suffer it for all eternity."
--Jonathan Edwards, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God (1741)

· As bad as hell is, that’s only the beginning….the lake of fire is the final place of judgment and suffering for the devil and his angels, and all those who don’t know Christ as Savior. 

Give students a chance to discuss something they learned that they didn’t know, or misconceptions that were corrected, etc.

Conclusion:

The Bible is very clear that hell is a very real, literal, eternal place of torment. Because of God’s righteous judgment, sin has to be punished.  Knowing the reality of such a place, and knowing the holiness of God and His righteous judgment, we should rejoice in the grace that God has given us through the Lord Jesus Christ.  His free gift of salvation and eternal life are available to all those who will accept him as Savior. 

2 Cor 5:11

At this point in the lesson you may want to give students an opportunity to deal with the gravity of this subject.  Some responses may include:

· dealing with personal sin

· accepting Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord

· wrestling with how to deal with their lost friends and/or family


Some key verses that may be helpful:

· Romans 3:23 

· Romans 6:23

· Romans 5:12

· Romans 5:8

· Romans 10:9-10

· Romans 10:13

DNow 2010 * Lesson 2 - A Disturbing Realization

Goal: To “peel back the curtain” and give a biblical glimpse of hell, with the hope of establishing a belief that it is real and that it would ultimately change our day-to-day lives. 

Primary Text: Luke 16:19-31

INTRODUCTION:

Lam 3:51

If you could really take a visit to hell (not permanently for sure!), how do you think that would make you feel?  (Answers will vary)

· Do you think that it would make you more fearful of God? 

· Would it break your heart to know the torment and suffering found there? 

· Do you think that It would make you more concerned for your unbelievers in your family, and your friends that haven’t accepted Christ? 

· Do you think that you could witness it firsthand, and not even be affected at all?

As we look at Luke 16, we are going to see three key points this story hold for us:

1. Two Very Different Men

2. Two Very Distinct Destinations

3. One Very Disturbing Realization

Open the time with a prayer for the group.

Activity

Break the group into 2.  Have each group read verses 19-21.  One group will then draw a picture of the rich man using the passage description.  The other will do the same with Lazarus.  Encourage them to make the best representation of these as they can, even allowing them to be creative (i.e. rich man driving a Hummer).  Have them display these after they finish, and use them as you teach this next section.

Two Very Different Men

· Rich Man (v. 19)
· He was rich
· He was clothed in purple
· Purple was the color of royalty. 
· Anything that was purple had to be dyed - which was a very expensive process.
· He was also clothed in fine linen
· Fine linen was also very expensive
· Some believe that the cost of one his daily garments would be enough to feed one person for an entire year.
· He lived in luxury every day
· Means that he lived expensively, splendidly and with great magnificence every day.
· He ate the best foods, had the nicest clothes, had the biggest crib, with the biggest garage in the country.  He had the newest cell phone, fastest car, hottest girlfriend, and the fastest Mac that money could buy…
· How many times in life do we seek after these things, just like the rich man?  Sometimes we think that those things will give us comfort during this life…
· There’s definitely nothing wrong with having riches and material things in this life – there are plenty of examples of rich men in the Bible (Abraham, Job, David, Soloman, etc…), but those things aren’t the most important things.
· Matt 6:19-21
· Luke 16:13
· The real question for us is, Where is our heart? As we’ll see later on, this rich mans heart wasn’t right before the Lord.
· Lazarus (v. 20)
· He was a beggar
· He laid at his gate (the rich man’s gate)
· Lazarus probably didn’t have a home
· Lazarus probably knew the reputation of the rich man, and that he had a lot of material wealth.  He probably anxiously awaited hoping that the rich man would have mercy on him.
· He was full of sores
· He was a man with infirmities – but not just sickness like a cold or the flu – his body was covered in wounds
· If you’ve ever scraped your knee or had an injury, you know the pain that can cause.  Imagine your whole body being covered with sores. 
· (v.21) the dogs came and licked his sores….
· Gross…
· He desired to be fed with crumbs from the rich man’s table

· Never said that he was actually able to be fed w/ the crumbs from his table – just that he desired it.
· His life was that of unfulfilled desire…he had nothing in this life, and felt physical pain and suffering b/c of this temporary fleshly body.
· Most of us would look at Lazarus life, and feel sorry for him. The guy never had a chance – he didn’t have the good looks and he had physical flaws that would have made him an outcast in society b/c of his sores. 

ACTIVITY-Fade Away

Pass out an Alcheseltzer to each student. Have them write down on it what they would grab as they were running out of their house if it was on fire. Have them place the tablet in a cup/bucket of water. What happens? Ask them “How it would feel to see your earthly things fade away?” Explain the similarities to the object dissolving and our earthly riches in heaven – the things of this world pass away.

We need to realize that despite the difference between these two men, there are some absolute truths that apply to them both. 

· First, All men die
· We’ve known that from an early age, that until Jesus returns we will all one day experience death personally

· As we continue this story, we’ll see that both of these men die

· Romans 5:12

· 1 Cor 15:21-22
· Second, There is an Eternal Destiny Awaiting Each of Us
· Physical death is not the end all for us – there is a very real spiritual world that is at work right now, and once we cross that bridge in to the spiritual world – we’ll either spend an eternity in heaven or hell.

· 2 Cor. 4:16-18
· Thirdly, Our Eternal Destination Will Be Fixed in This Lifetime
· As we’ll see in this story, once this lifetime is finished, there won’t be a chance to change where you’re eternal destiny is. 

· Luke 16:19-31

Two Very Distinct Destinations

So both these men died (v. 22), yet their final destinations were two very distinct destinations…

Abraham’s Bosom (v. 22)

· Lazarus died and was carried into a place called Abraham’s Bosom.

· It was a place of comfort (v. 25)

· It was a place of community (v. 23, 26)

· Lazarus was in his Abraham’s bosom

· (v. 26) between us and you there is a great gulf….

· It was a destination that was inevitably fixed

· (v. 26) Abraham and Lazarus couldn’t cross over to help the rich man, even if they wanted to.

· Their destination was secured in the previous life, and was set for an eternity. 

· It was moved after the resurrection of Jesus Christ

· Abraham’s Bosom was the holding place for all the OT saints waiting until Christ offered himself as the sacrifice for all mankind.  

· Heb 9:11-12 

· Heb 9:22-26 
· Ephesians 4:8 

· As a New Testament follower of Christ, I can now enter directly in the presence of the Lord when this life is over.
· II Corinthians 5:6 

· II Corinthians 5:8  

Hell (v. 23-26)

· The rich man died and was buried and found himself in hell

· Hell is a place of torments (v. 23)

· The Rich man was tormented in the flame (v. 24)

· He desired relief – some water to cool his tongue (v.24)

· He begged for mercy that he would not recieve

· Hell is a place of full consciousness

· The Rich man could see (v. 23)

· The Rich man could remember his former life on earth (v. 25)

· The Rich man could feel pain and agony (v. 24)

· Hell is a place of unfulfilled desires

· The rich man begged for mercy (v. 24) and didn’t receive it

· The rich man begged for water to cool his tongue (v. 24) and didn’t receive it

· The rich man asked for Lazarus to be sent back to warn his brethren (v. 27-28) and didn’t receive it.

· Hell is a place of God’s righteous judgment of man’s sin

· As we read this story, we find the rich man complaining about the pain and suffering, but not once do we find him complaining about the injustice. 

· He knew that he was receiving what he rightfully deserved.

· He didn’t say, “I didn’t know about this place….”

· He didn’t say, “God, this isn’t fair…”

· He didn’t say, “I deserve another chance…”

· He accepted God’s righteous judgment on his life as just.

· As disturbing as it may be to look at what the Bible teaches about hell, we must realize that it is a reality, and that God would have us understand these truths so that our “eyes will affect our hearts” and that we would be changed forever. 

One Very Disturbing Realization

​​​​
· (V. 27) – Then he said…

· … 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 28for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.'
· All of a sudden, at this moment in time – this rich man had a sincere belief in hell!  The true reality of hell, the reality of the torment, the reality of his own judgment from God, and the judgment to come for those he knew were still alive on the earth…all of these things became so real to him that he wanted to do something about it – for others sake!

· I believe that God would have us all get to this point during this weekend – that we would have a sincere, disturbing realization that hell is real, that God’s judgment is righteous and holy, and that eternity will be set when we leave this life. 

What can we learn from the Rich man’s Realization?

· He got serious about the spiritual needs of his family (v. 27)

· Unfortunately, there will be many unanswered prayers being prayed in hell…

· Are we praying for those who don’t know Christ today - while we still can?

· He didn’t want others to experience the pain and torment of hell (v. 28)

· It should motivate us to be burdened for those we know who are lost – knowing there eternal destiny that awaits. 

· 2 Cor 5:11 

· He pleaded for someone to help his loved ones to know Jesus (v. 28)

· Discussion Questions: 
· Do you daily pray for someone you know, family or friend, who is lost to have faith in Christ? As Christians we should have a list of people we know who are lost that we’re praying for daily. 

· The rich man was begging for his family to be saved. The dictionary defines beg: “To make a humble or urgent plea.” Have you ever begged God for lost people to be saved?

· If you are praying for someone, is praying all you’re doing? Prayer is important. God saves and He uses us to bring the Good News of the Gospel to the lost. What ways can you be used by God as an instrument for someone’s salvation?

Closing Questions:

How has the glimpse of hell today affected you personally?

Who do your friends resemble – in attitude and appearance? The rich man or Lazarus?

ACTIVITY

At the end of the lesson, explain this activity to the students and have them write it out in their student book. What they need write is…

· A list of people – family, friends and others they may know who are not saved

· A plan of action for praying for these people 

· Steps they will take to bring the Gospel to these people.

During the free time following the lesson, have all the students go the website www.timestuf.com. On this website they will write a reminder message to themselves. The website will send the message at a given future date. Here’s what the students should put into the message.

· A greeting to themselves.

· What they wrote on the paper.

· A word of encouragement (the person may not be saved yet and this can be discouraging).

· A Bible verse

Have them have the message sent six months from now.

DNow 2010 * Lesson 3 – Heaven Revealed

Goal:  Introduce the students to the realities of Biblical heaven and allow that reality to collide with their personal lives.

Primary Text(s):  Isa 6, Rev 4

INTRODUCTION

In this session, we are going to talk about heaven.  At the beginning of this session, engage your group concerning their thoughts on heaven.  Ask them “What do you think heaven is like?”

Common responses could include the following:

· It is a nice place to live – we will have mansions there

· Lots of pleasures and riches ("streets of gold") 

· Utopia – no pain, no worries, no work – unending supply of happiness, joy, and unending goodness

· We will get to participate in our favorite activity all the time (golf, football, eating, etc)

· There will be dogs there

· There will be naked babies with wings flying and playing harps

· We will get all the answers to all the questions, including: 

· What about dinosaurs?

· How were the pyramids built?

· What’s up with the Bermuda triangle?

· Heaven is a state of mind

· We are in heaven now – on earth

· Heaven is not a real place – it is just a myth

Obviously, almost everyone showed up with pre-existing beliefs about heaven.  One question that we need to ask ourselves is, ‘Why do I believe what I believe about heaven?’

Other than the Bible, what are some others things that could influence our beliefs about heaven?

Common responses could include the following:

· Religious teachers

· Family

· Imagination

· Movies, books
As a result of these influences, our beliefs may or may not be founded in the Word of God.  Today we will need to set aside all of our pre-conceived beliefs – leave them at the door – and be open to what the Bible has to say. 

In this lesson, we will be focusing on just that – what the Bible has to say about heaven.

Pray for the group.  In the prayer, include the following:

· Pray that the students would be able to set aside all of their pre-conceived beliefs about heaven 

· Pray that God would open their eyes to Biblical heaven

BIBLICAL FACTS ABOUT HEAVEN:

Student book activity

THE BIBLE SAYS WHAT?

Listed below are some scripture references that talk about heaven. Get ready to do some research to find out what the Bible says heaven is really like.

1. Genesis 1:1_____________________________________________________ 

2. Exodus 20:22___________________________________________________

3. Genesis 28:12___________________________________________________

4. 2 Sam 22:8_____________________________________________________

5. Rev 4:1________________________________________________________

6. Deut 4:32______________________________________________________

7. Gen 7:11_______________________________________________________

8. Isa 34:4________________________________________________________

9.  Isa 14:12-14____________________________________________________
Divide your group up and give one or two students each verse to find then have everyone report back and fill in their own books

Listed below are the answers to the above facts about heaven:

1. Heaven was created by God.  (Genesis 1:1) 

2. Heaven is where God dwells.  (Exodus 20:22)

3. Angels can ascend and descend out of heaven.  (Genesis 28:12)

4. Heaven has foundations.  (2 Sam 22:8)

5. Heaven has doors.  (Rev 4:1)

6. There are sides to heaven.  (Deut 4:32)

7. There are windows in heaven.  (Gen 7:11)

8. Heaven will be dissolved.  (Isa 34:4)

9. Satan wanted his throne in heaven.  (Isa 14:12-14)

Based upon this information alone, it is clear that heaven is an actual place, not a mystical state of mind.

Ask the students, “Does any of this information surprise you?”

HEAVEN DEFINED – 3 PARTS:

Gen 1:6-8, Gen 1:14-20, Gen 2:1-4

Deut 10:14

The Bible reveals the existence of heavens (plural).  (Gen 2:1-4)

· Our atmosphere (where birds fly) is referred to as ‘heaven’.  (Gen 1:20)

· Outer space (location of sun, moon, and stars) is referred to as ‘heaven’.               (Gen 1:14-19)

· The actual dwelling place of God is also referenced as ‘heaven’.                        (Psa 14:2, Psa 11:4, Psa 33:13)

FILL IN 3 HEAVEN GRAPHIC FOR STUDENTS IN STUDENT BOOK

That explains why Paul referred to the ‘third heaven’ in 2 Cor 12:2-4.  In that text, Paul had an experience in which he was caught up into heaven.  

In Psalms 148, we see all three heavens stacked up.

· Move from presence of God to outer space

· Then to our atmosphere (where birds fly)

· This psalm celebrates God from the 3rd heaven all the way down to earth

Ask the students, “How do you think it would impact you if you could visit what Paul called the 3rd heaven?”

A VISIT TO HEAVEN
Isaiah 6:1-8

Rev 4:1-11

(For the remainder of this lesson, we will refer to the 3rd heaven as simply ‘heaven’.)

Paul was able to visit heaven, but he could not speak of it.  In Isaiah 6, the Holy Spirit of God preserved for us Isaiah’s vision of heaven, which he was allowed to speak about.  In a remarkably similar account, John also recorded his experience in ‘paradise’.

We will now consider what Isaiah observed in his vision of heaven.  As we discuss, try to put yourself in the place of Isaiah and see what he saw.

HE SAW THE LORD

On the throne – Isa 6:1

· The first image seen by both Isaiah and John (Rev 4:2-3, 5) upon entering heaven was God and his throne.

· Notice the position of the Lord and the throne – ‘high and lifted up’

· This throne is mentioned repeatedly in scripture.  Some examples are:  

2 Chron 18:18, Psa 11:4, Psa 47:8, Matt 23:22, Revelation

· Jesus is presently sitting at the right hand of God the Father on the throne (Heb 8:1, Heb 12:2, Psa 110:1)

Ask the students, “What does it mean for God to be high and lifted up?”

The true God of the Bible is high and lifted up because He is above all in both position and righteousness.  He is the one true and holy God.  We are not talking about a god that we create in our minds – a god that we are comfortable with.

He saw the Lord…

Filling the Temple – Isa 6:1

Isaiah saw what he described as a ‘temple’, and the Lord’s train filled the place.
Ask the students, “What do you think the significance of the train is?” 

One explanation is that it represents his holiness.

He saw the Lord…

Being worshiped – Isa 6:2-4

· These seraphim’s are obviously not your standard angels.  They have 6 wings, and they use them as follows:
· 2 wings cover face
· 2 wings cover feet
· 2 wings are used to fly
· John described similar creatures in Rev 4:6-8.
· They cry “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts:  the whole earth is full of his glory.”
Ask the students, “Why do these creatures cover their face and feet?”

The most logical answer is they cover themselves because of the overwhelming holiness of God.  
· By comparison, we are very casual with God.

· “God is my home boy”

· “I’m tight with the big guy”

· God is so holy and full of righteousness that these angelic beings use their wings to cover their flesh and cry ‘holy, holy, holy’ in the presence of God.

ISAIAH’S RESPONSE
Isa 6:5-8

Note the humbleness & brokenness of Isaiah when he finds himself in Gods’ presence.

· ‘Woe is me! For I am undone’

· ‘I am a man of unclean lips’

Notice his surrender.

· ‘Here am I; send me.’

Also notice the response of the people that John witnesses in heaven in Rev 4:10.

· They fell before the throne and worshipped

Ask the students, “Are these reasonable responses in this situation?”  “Why?”

“What do you think Isaiah was thinking?”

OUR RESPONSE

Consider heaven as it is today.  There is much that we do not know, but allow the Lord to take you there through the Scriptures.  If you opened your eyes in heaven today, we have every reason to believe you would see the same principle elements that both Isaiah and John saw in heaven.

Ask the students, “What would your response be?”

One thing that should be noticeable is that everything that we DO NOT know about heaven fades and becomes secondary as we consider entering the presence of God. Neither Isaiah nor John begins to ask their “15 Questions that I’ll ask God when I get to heaven.”  They were humbled and spoke very little. 

God has so blessed us.  He has given to us his marvelous Word that communicates the wonders and mysteries of this world and the world to come.  We don’t have to go to heaven to see heaven.  We can just open the Bible and see heaven.

Ask the students, “How should this knowledge of Biblical heaven change our lives?”

DNow 2010 * Lesson 4 – Looking For A City

Goal:  Introduce the students to the glories of New Jerusalem and challenge them to allow the eternal truths taught in this series to forever alter the course of their lives.  

Primary Text(s):  Rev 21, Heb 11

INTRODUCTION
The wonders that John saw and the Holy Spirit recorded for us in the book of Revelation are not as difficult to understand as one might initially think.  If we are honest, it is probably harder to believe than it is to understand.  This is definitely the case in Revelation 21.

Our faith is tested when we read scripture that does not align with the natural world as we see it today.  

· We should keep in mind that without faith, we cannot please God (Heb 11:6).  

· It should also be noted that faith comes from the Word of God (Rom 10:17).

In this lesson we will examine the glory of New Jerusalem.

Pray for the group.

NEW HEAVEN AND NEW EARTH
Rev 21:1-3

John saw a new heaven and a new earth.  The first heaven and earth were passed away.

· Isaiah 65:17 

· Revelation 21 is a fulfillment of this prophecy

· The new heaven and earth will be so awesome we will not even remember the former

· Hebrews 1:10-12

· Heavens and earth will perish like an old garment

· God will fold them up like a gown and they will be no more

Ask the students, “Is this hard to believe and why or why not?”

WHAT WILL BE IN NEW JERUSALEM?

Rev 21:3
God Almighty
God will be there.  This is the promise of Ezek. 37:27.

· New Jerusalem comes to earth.  (This is the place prepared for the church mentioned in John 14:2.)

· There is a union of heaven and earth at this point. 

· What is happening here is very similar to what happened when the veil covering the entrance to the holy of holies was torn at the time of the crucifixion.

· When the veil was torn, it meant man had access to God spiritually.

· When New Jerusalem comes down, man will have access to God physically and spiritually.

· The tabernacle of God is with men = God will ‘tabernacle’ among men

· This represents the dwelling place of God (tabernacle means dwelling place) – no tent, God will live among man

· There will be no need for a temple.  Rev. 21:22

WHAT WILL NOT BE IN NEW JERUSALEM?
Rev 21:4-5

Rev 21:8

God makes a point to tell us a few things that will not be in New Jerusalem:

· No more tears.

· No more death.

· No more sorrow.

· No more crying.

· No more pain.

Try to imagine a place without those things.  Give the students a moment to think about this.  For most of us, our minds are not capable of imagining such a place……

Notice Rev. 21:5, “These words are true & faithful.” They’re not symbolic, they’re literal.

The people that will not be there:

· The fearful (v8)

· Of all the people that could be mentioned, cowards come first.

· What fearful people could this be describing?

· “I am afraid they’ll think I’m a hypocrite.”

· “I am afraid I couldn’t live the life.”

· “I am afraid of what my friends or family my say.”

· It is one thing to just not believe, it is another thing to spend an entire life fearful of what others think

· The unbelieving (v8)

· This is self explanatory.  You must believe in Jesus or you won’t be there.

· 1 John 5:11-12

· Rom. 10:11 – If we really believe, we will not be ashamed of the Lord.

· Matt. 10:32-33 – If we confess the Lord, the Lord will confess us.

· The sinners

· Vile, detestable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, liars.

· What about Christians who have committed these sins?

ACTIVITY – Have the students throw a football around (nerf if indoors), or other type of sport ball.  Ask them if they are now a football team (or whatever sport from the ball you chose).  Answer is “No.”  Just because you do something occasionally, doesn’t define who you are.

· We are dealing with nature here, not sins 

· Talking about liars, not people who lie

· Christians may sin by lying occasionally, but we’ll be defined by God through the righteousness that is ours in Christ.

· It is great perversion for a born again Christian with a new nature to continue to live in sin (1 John 2:3-6)

· Have a student read aloud 1 Cor. 6:9-11. 

· Unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God

· All types of sins were going on in Corinth.  However, the genuine believers are washed, sanctified, and justified in Christ Jesus (v11)

· The Christian will sin, but he is NOT a sinner. (Gal. 2:20)

NEW JERUSALEM’S GLORY
Call on a few volunteers to read aloud Rev. 21:9-27

Give the students a few moments to consider the description of this great city.

· Its Incomparable Splendor (Rev 21:9-11)

· Its glory so brilliant will not be of its own creation, but rather the reflection of the light of Christ.  (Rev 21:23)

ACTIVITY – Take the students into a room with a mirror.  Turn off the lights & point the flashlight in any direction, but cover it entirely with a book, your hand, etc.  Ask students if they can see the reflected light.  Then remove the cover and point it at the mirror and ask the same question.  Why can they see it now?  Because it is being reflected. 

· We as Christians also exist to reflect the light of Christ.

· This light is not of ourselves.

· Like the moon reflects the light of the sun, we also reflect the light of Christ.

· How well are you reflecting the light of Christ seen in your life?  
2 Cor. 3:18, Phil 2:15

· Its Walls and Its Gates  (Rev. 21:12-14)

· Its gates are pearls  (Rev. 21:21)

· Its Dimensions  (Rev. 21:15-17)

· Enormous……..(roughly 1500 miles wide by 1500 miles deep by 1500 miles high) (1500 miles is roughly the distance of the entire east coast of the United States) (1.44 billion acres is the size of just the ground level of New Jerusalem – equivalent to more than 40 Alabama’s)

· Its Materials  (Rev. 21:18-21)

· The things that today have much value will not have that value then and will be employed as common materials of construction.

· Example:  streets of gold

· Its Nature  (Rev. 21:22-27)

· There will be no more temple – Jesus, Himself, will be present.  2 Cor. 5:7

· Christ, Himself, will be our light and there will be no night.

· Purity  (Rev. 21:27; Rom 12:1)

· All these qualities about New Jerusalem that make it glorious are incomparable to the glory of the church (all Christians) being united to Christ in His perfect glory.  (Rev. 21:22-27

THEY LOOKED FOR A COUNTRY………
As we consider the splendor of New Jerusalem it should be noted that the Bible has recorded for us details about those who lived their lives looking for a ‘heavenly country.’

In Hebrews 11 we have a listing of some of the great heroes of faith.  Read the account of Abraham and his family.

Have a volunteer or two read Hebrews 11:8-16 aloud.

· Abraham left his home, not knowing much about where he was going. (v8)  (This should inspire us, since one day we will be ‘called out’ of this world, not fully understanding where we are going.)

· Abraham looked for a city with foundations – a city built by God. (v10)

· A city with foundations is a REAL city 

· Abraham died without receiving all of the promises. (v13)  However, his faith in those promises changed his life.  Notice the pattern:

· Saw promises afar off

· Was persuaded of them

· Confessed that he was a stranger and pilgrim on the earth

· Had they (Abraham and descendents) kept their mind on the place they came out of, they would have returned. (v15)  

Their focus was on the future – on the heavenly country promised to them.  Their eyes were not on the temporal - not on the earthly.  They were looking for a city of God, and they lived as though they were strangers – just passing through.

Examine other heroes of the faith recorded in Hebrews 11:17-40

· Their faith was clearly evident – you did not need to question it – there was hard evidence.  

· It was said that the world was not worthy of them.  (v38)

· When someone’s focus is on the heavenly, their lives are different.

· They never received the promise – so that God could provide ‘some better thing for us’.  (v39-40)

How is your life different because of your faith?

WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR?

The question must be asked – “What are we looking for?”

We have now almost completed a Biblical look at hell and heaven – eternal things.

Ask the students, “How is it evident that you are looking for the eternal, or are you looking for temporal treasures and earthly pleasures?”

2 Pet. 3:10-13

· What kind of people should we be? (v11)

· We do many things in our lives. What should we be diligent about? (v14)

How does the knowledge of hell change your life?

How is your life different because you are looking to eternity?

Is there tangible evidence?
